appeared in various places, became much less extensive, though it did not disappear. The character of the cases, however, became more severe during the summer, the duration longer, and the complications much more frequent. This went on until the latter part of September, when a great number of troops were coming from America, where there was also an epidemic, and in many instances an outbreak occurred on the boats on the way over. With the preparations for an offensive there. appeared a very sharp secondary epidemic with very serious respiratory complications. These were almost entirely pneumonia, and almost universally a pneumococcus pneumonia, quite a different story from the epidemic occurring in our camps last year in America, which was an epidemic due to a streptococcus in individuals convalescent from measles. Among other interesting facts from the epidemiological standpoint brought out in a meeting at the central laboratory at Dijon was the remarkable rise of the meningococcus infections. Meningococcus infection-meningitis -rose 400 per cent. with the September and October peak, land it is falling rapidly now.
Colonel STOCK, S.A.M.S.
Owing to cable delays it has not been possible to obtain a complete account of the recent outbreak of influenza in South Africa. From a recent official cable, however, it appears that the outbreak began towards the end of August and beginning of September at Durban, and presumably the infection was brought from India or East Coast ports. Towards the end of September and early in October the disease appeared in Capetown, the infection having probably been brought from Europe and ports on the West Coast of Africa. In most of the towns and localities to which the disease spread, the epidemic lasted about three weeks and has now practically subsided except in certain remote localities. It is estimated that about half the population of the Union of South Africa was attacked, while over 7,000 Europeans and 40,000 natives died-mostly middle-aged persons. The severity and mortality varied considerably in different localities and it has been stated that monkeys and baboons in different parts of the country were severely affected but no official confirmation has been received as to the accuracy of this report.
There are several mutilated K words in the cable message but it appears that .a mixed vaccine prepared from organisms isolated during the present epidemic was extensively used. The effect of the vaccine in preventing attacks is doubtful but the almost general opinion was that, if vaccinated, the attack was mitigated, complications prevented, and the mortality reduced. So far as is known, no person twice inoculated before an attack has died.
In view of the various hypotheses in regard to the recent outbreak in England it is noteworthy that the food supply in South Africa at the present time is practically normal and that the climatic conditions differ completely from those prevalent in England.
[The contribution of Surgeon-Lieutenant E. L. STURDEE, R.N., to the Discussion has been censored, and its reproduction in the Proceedings forbidden; but the MS. has been placed for reference in the Library of the Society.] Surgeon-Captain P. W. BASSETT-SMITH, C.B., C.M.G., R.N.
The stress of the epidemic was first feltat Plymouth and caused a high incidence of the disease with high mortality. This was, almost always associated with acute pleuro-pneumnonia and empyema. The specific organism was almost constantly a streptococcus which was definitely haemolytic and very infective. The organism was isolated from the blood several times, and always from the pleural fluid. Cases of accidental inoculation occufred amongst the nurses attending the patients, and among the laboratory staff, from slight scratches in postmortems, the organisms from the infected men being pure streptococci similar to those found in the patients and giving rise to a septicaemia. The boys of a training ship in the port used a sea-water bath, and this was looked upon as a possible source from which the infection could be spread. On bacteriological examinatiorr of the water I isolated a long streptococcus on each occasion when tested, an organism not commonly found in sea-water, but this was shown to be non-pathogenic to rabbits and probably not infective to boys. At other ports the streptococcic infection has also been common. Examination of the sputum of patients frequently showed organisms like Pfeiffer's bacilli and pneu-mOCOCCUS. In the Fleet some ships have been severely affected, the disease giving rise to 10 per cent. mortality of cases.
